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 National Weather Summary 
 May 11 - 17, 2008 
  
Highlights:  A record-setting heat wave developed across the West, boosting temperatures above 100 degrees F as far north 
as Oregon and promoting rapid crop development.  In the Northwest, hot weather and short-term dryness increased stress on 
winter grains and emerging summer crops.  Meanwhile, rapidly melting snow triggered some flooding, especially in the 
northern Rockies.  Farther east, late-week warmth also overspread the northern High Plains, but cooler-than-normal 
weather prevailed elsewhere.  Weekly temperatures averaged at least 5 degrees F below normal in a broad area stretching 
from the southern Plains into the eastern Corn Belt and the Mid-Atlantic States.  In contrast, readings averaged more 
than 10 degrees F above normal in much of northern California and western Oregon.  Meanwhile, favorably dry weather 
promoted a rapid corn and soybean planting pace in the western Corn Belt, but cool, wet weather hampered fieldwork from 
the eastern Corn Belt into the Mid-Atlantic region.  Weekly rainfall totaled 2 to 4 inches from southern Missouri into the 
northern Mid-Atlantic States, with locally higher amounts in the latter region.  Another area of heavy rain (2 to 4 inches or 
more) affected areas from central Texas into Alabama and western Florida.  Excessive rainfall struck parts of Louisiana 
and neighboring areas, with isolated totals in excess of 10 inches.  Despite local flooding and fieldwork delays, rainfall was 
generally beneficial for Southern summer crops.  In contrast, dry weather persisted across Florida’s peninsula, where 
drought-related concerns included heavy irrigation demands and wildfire-induced property losses and travel disruptions. 
 
Early in the week, severe thunderstorms swept across the South, while heavy rain soaked much of the East.  On the morning 
of May 11, a continuation of the previous day’s tornado outbreak left two people dead near Dublin, Laurens County, GA.  
During the first 4.5 months of the year, there were 100 tornado-related fatalities in the U.S.  In the last quarter-century, annual 
tornado tolls were higher only in 1998 (130 U.S. deaths) and 1984 (122).  The May 10-11 outbreak, which featured 112 
tornadoes (according to preliminary reports) from the southeastern Plains to the southern Atlantic Coast, was followed on 
May 14-15 by another swarm of more than 30 tornadoes in the western and central Gulf Coast States.  In advance of the 
stormy weather, hot, dry conditions prevailed in Florida.  On May 11, Miami, FL (96 degrees F), tied a monthly record most 
recently attained on May 15, 1995.  Elsewhere in Florida, Ft. Lauderdale (95, 96, and 95 degrees F) posted three 
consecutive daily-record highs from May 10-12.  Farther north, however, heavy rain plagued the Mid-Atlantic States.  From 
May 8-12, rainfall at airports in the vicinity of Washington, DC, reached 7.71 inches at DCA, 7.11 inches at IAD, and 6.15 
inches at BWI.  In the nearby central Appalachians of West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, rain changed to snow 
before ending on the morning of May 12. 
 
Farther west, chilly air settled across the Plains and the Midwest.  Ironically, slow crop development helped to minimize the 
threat of freeze damage with respect to winter wheat.  Nevertheless, daily-record lows for May 11 included 23 degrees F in 
Alliance, NE; 25 degrees F in Yuma, CO; and 33 degrees F in Dalhart, TX.  The following day, record lows for May 12 
dipped to 43 degrees F in Vicksburg, MS, and 37 degrees F in Springfield, MO, while unofficial lows in the upper Midwest 
included 31 degrees F near Elkader, IA, and 28 degrees F in Sparta, WI.  Meanwhile, some snow accompanied a final surge 
of cold air into the West.  On May 12, Bozeman, MT, netted a daily-record snowfall of 3.7 inches, while Redmond, OR, 
posted a daily-record low of 21 degrees F.  A day later, 3.7 inches of snow blanketed Flagstaff, AZ, representing its latest 
accumulation of an inch or more since May 21, 1975, when 4.7 inches fell.  Chilly air returned to the High Plains on May 14, 
when daily-record lows in Colorado included 30 degrees F in Colorado Springs and 32 degrees F in Pueblo. 
 
During the mid- to late-week period, torrential rain fell across parts of the South, while hot weather suddenly developed in the 
West.  During a 24-hour period on May 13-14, Shreveport, LA, received 10.75 inches of rain, including 6.51 inches in a 3-
hour period on May 13.  Shreveport’s three wettest 24-hour periods are: 12.44 inches on July 24-25, 1933; 10.75 inches on 
May 13-14, 2008; and 10.44 inches on April 12-13, 1991.  Previously, Shreveport’s wettest 3-hour period occurred on June 
23, 1905, when 6.49 inches fell.  In contrast, fires plagued Florida for much of the week.  By May 19, Florida’s largest fire 
was the Mustang Corner incident, which had consumed nearly 36,000 acres of grassland about 15 miles southwest of 
Kendall.  The 12,500-acre Brevard complex, which consisted of six fires in Brevard County, FL, was responsible for the 
loss of 279 structures, including many homes.  Farther west, California locations such as Redding (103, 103, 106, and 102 
degrees F) and Red Bluff (104, 104, 104, and 101 degrees F) noted daily-record highs on 4 consecutive days from May 15-
18.  May 17 featured monthly record highs in numerous locations, including Eugene, OR (95 degrees F; previously, 93 
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degrees F on May 8, 1987); and Carson City, NV (94 degrees F; previously, 93 degrees F on May 28, 2003, and several 
earlier dates).  In addition, Lovelock, NV (100 degrees F on May 17), registered its earliest triple-digit heat (previously, 101 
degrees F on May 28, 2003), while Seattle, WA (90 degrees F on May 17), notched its earliest 90-degree reading at the 
airport (previously, May 20, 1963).  It was also Seattle’s first 90-degree reading in May since May 28, 1983.  Meanwhile, 
enough warmth reached the western Corn Belt on May 17 to produce the year’s first 80-degree reading in Des Moines, IA.  
The average date of Des Moines’ first reading of 80 degrees F or higher is April 18. 
 
Another week of warm, dry weather kept Hawaii in a period of gradual drought intensification.  Month-to-date rainfall 
through May 17 totaled just 0.04 inch (8 percent of normal) in Kahului, Maui, and 0.01 inch (2 percent) in Honolulu, Oahu.  
From January 1 - May 17, rainfall totals included 2.53 inches (24 percent of normal) in Kahului and 1.00 inch (12 percent) in 
Honolulu.  Farther north, wet weather across south-central and southeastern Alaska contrasted with mild, mostly dry 
weather across most of the Alaskan mainland.  Daily-record precipitation amounts on May 2, 4, 7, 9, and 14 in Kodiak 
boosted the month-to-date total to 12.05 inches (348 percent of normal).  Meanwhile, Fairbanks reported a May 1-17 average 
temperature of 48.9 degrees F (3.4 degrees F above normal), aided by 10 days with highs of 60 degrees F or greater. 
 
National Weather Summary provided by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board. 
For more information, call (202) 720-2397. 
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National Agricultural Summary  

May 12 - 18, 2008  
 
Corn: Producers planted 73 percent of their corn acreage by the week’s end, 15 points behind last year and 
normal, respectively.  Planting was nearly complete in North Carolina and Texas, while major planting efforts 
were evident in the northwestern Corn Belt and adjacent areas of the Great Plains, where 25 percent or more of 
the crop was planted during the week.  When compared with normal, planting was delayed in all States except 
Colorado, Michigan, North Carolina, and North Dakota.  The most significant planting delay was in Ohio, where 
rainfall accumulations of up to 4 inches, statewide, only allowed producers to plant 2 percent of their corn acreage 
during the week, behind last year and normal by 42 and 37 points, respectively.  Corn acreage was 26 percent 
emerged, 33 points behind last year’s emergence at this time and 30 points behind normal.  Due to major planting 
delays, emergence was delayed in all States except Colorado, Michigan, and North Carolina.  Very significant 
delays were apparent in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, and Ohio.  Emergence in these States was more than 
30 points behind the normal pace. 
 
Soybeans: Twenty-seven percent of the soybean crop was planted; 25 points behind last year and 20 points 
behind normal.  Planting was delayed in all soybean-producing States except Louisiana, Michigan, and North 
Dakota.  Major delays, in Illinois and Ohio, were attributed to cooler than usual temperatures and heavy 
precipitation.  When compared with normal, planting in Illinois and Ohio was delayed 38 and 41 points, 
respectively.  Major planting efforts were made in Iowa and North Dakota during the week as producers planted 
30 and 42 percent of their crop, respectively.   
 
Winter Wheat: Forty-nine percent of the winter wheat crop was at or beyond the heading stage, 14 points behind 
last year, and 17 points behind the 5-year average.  Nearly all of the wheat acreage in Arkansas, California, North 
Carolina, and Oklahoma, was at or beyond the heading stage.  Elsewhere, heading had not begun in Idaho, 
Montana, and South Dakota, but was evident in all other States and varied between 26 and 85 percent at or 
beyond the heading stage.  Heading was more than 30 points behind normal in Illinois, Kansas, and Missouri, and 
was at or behind the usual heading pace in all other States except Arkansas, California, and North Carolina.  With 
the crop well behind normal, development gained momentum during the week from the central Corn Belt 
westward into the Great Plains despite cooler than normal temperatures. 
 
Cotton: Nearly half of the cotton crop was planted, 6 and 10 points behind last year and the 5-year average, 
respectively.  With 49 percent planted, nationally, acreage sown had reached 50 percent or more in all States 
except Kansas, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas.  The most significant planting efforts were evident 
in the Carolinas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, where producers were able to plant between 25 and 36 percent of their 
acreage during the week.  Progress was behind normal in all cotton-producing States except in California, 
Louisiana, and Missouri, where planting was ahead by 3 points.  Planting progress fell farther behind normal in 
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Virginia where cooler than usual temperatures and moderate to heavy rainfall 
prevailed. 
 
Rice: Producers had planted 84 percent of their intended rice acreage, 7 points behind last year’s planting pace, 
and 3 points behind the usual pace.  Nearly all intended rice acreage was planted in Texas and Louisiana.  
Progress, elsewhere, ranged between 75 and 85 percent complete.  In the Delta, Arkansas and Mississippi 
producers were delayed by more than 11 points, while in California, producers were planting rice 35 points ahead 
of usual.  The slow planting pace in the Delta also delayed emergence.  With 60 percent of the U.S. acreage 
emerged, progress was 16 points behind last year’s pace and 14 points behind the 5-year average pace.   
 
Sorghum: Producers planted 38 percent of the intended sorghum acreage, slightly behind last year's pace and the 
5-year average.  Planting slowly advanced in all States but gained 10 or more points in Arkansas, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota, during the week.  While producers in Illinois were just getting planting underway, nearly all 
intended acreage was planted in Louisiana.  Although planting was behind normal in all States except Louisiana, 
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New Mexico, and Texas, the crop was only 1 point behind the normal U.S. planting pace, as significant delays 
were only evident in States that produce smaller amounts of the crop. 
 
Small Grains: Wheat producers seeded 94 percent of their intended spring wheat acreage by Sunday, 2 points 
ahead of last year, and 6 points ahead of the 5-year average.  With 90 percent or more of the crop seeded in the 
major spring wheat-producing States, progress was at or ahead of the usual planting pace except in Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Washington, where only minor delays existed.  Although producers have caught up with the 
usual planting pace for the most part, late planting, and cooler temperatures this spring, have delayed emergence 
in all producing States except Montana.  Nationally, 54 percent of the crop has emerged, 13 points behind a year 
ago and 8 points behind normal. 
 
Barley acreage planted, at 92 percent, was the same as last year but 6 points ahead of the 5-year average pace.  
Planting was nearly complete in Washington and was between 84 and 93 percent complete, elsewhere.  Planting 
was delayed in Idaho, Minnesota, and Washington when compared with the usual planting pace, but by no more 
than 6 points.  However, growers planted ahead of the normal pace in Montana and North Dakota by 
6 and 12 points, respectively.  Half of the barley acreage was at or beyond emergence, 17 and 8 points behind last 
year and normal, respectively.  Forty-five percent or more of the acreage had emerged in all States except 
Minnesota, where only 24 percent had emerged, keeping development behind last year and normal by 
48 and 33 points, respectively.  Although this was the most significant delay, acreage in all States was emerging 
behind schedule.   
 
Nationwide, oat producers had nearly planted their intended crop.  Two points behind last year’s pace and slightly 
behind normal, producers had planted 94 percent of their intended acreage.  Major planting efforts were evident 
during the week in Wisconsin, where growers seeded 34 percent of their acreage and pulled within 13 points of 
their normal pace.  Planting was complete in Ohio, and was nearly complete in Nebraska and Pennsylvania.  
Emergence of the oat crop, at 70 percent, was 13 and 12 points behind last year and the 5-year average, 
respectively.  Acreage, in all oat-producing States that plant in the spring, was slow to emerge due to the late 
planting, and cool, wet conditions in most areas.  However, by week’s end, at least 50 percent of acreage had 
emerged in all States except Minnesota, North Dakota, and Wisconsin.  The crop was developing significantly 
behind normal in Iowa and Minnesota, and was emerging late in all States when compared with the usual pace of 
emergence.   
 
Other Crops: Half of the intended peanut crop was planted, 11 points ahead of last year and 3 points ahead of the 
5-year average.  Planting rapidly advanced during the week, nearly doubling the prior weeks’ progress.  Producers 
were at or ahead of the normal planting pace in all States except Alabama, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and 
Virginia.  In Virginia, where progress lagged the most, planting was 36 points behind normal. 
 
Sugarbeets were 96 percent planted, 3 points behind last year’s pace and slightly behind the usual pace.  Idaho 
and Michigan producers had seeded all of their acreage, in line with the normal pace.  Elsewhere, progress was 
2 points behind normal in Minnesota but 2 points ahead of normal in North Dakota. 
 
Fifteen percent of the intended sunflower acreage had been planted, 4 points behind last year but 2 points ahead of 
the usual pace.  Planting had just begun in Kansas and South Dakota, and were 6 and 3 points behind the normal 
pace, respectively.  In Colorado and North Dakota, producers gained momentum during the week planting 
9 and 15 percent of their expected acreage, respectively. 
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Corn:  Percent Planted, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

CO 
IL 
IN 
IA 
KS 
KY 
MI 
MN 
MO 
NE 
NC 
ND 
OH 
PA 
SD 
TN 
TX 
WI 
 
18 Sts 

82 
75 
68 
78 
87 
73 
84 
67 
55 
83 
97 
80 
52 
57 
55 
90 
94 
56 

 
73 

55 
60 
61 
46 
65 
69 
70 
32 
34 
55 
95 
55 
50 
50 
27 
85 
85 
29 

 
51 

77 
97 
89 
88 
87 
95 
74 
95 
81 
87 

100 
79 
94 
71 
68 
99 
96 
85 

 
88 

75 
94 
82 
92 
92 
90 
70 
92 
90 
89 
97 
75 
89 
70 
77 
96 
96 
75 

 
88 

 1 These 18 States planted 91% of last year's corn acreage. 

 
Corn:  Percent Emerged, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

CO 
IL 
IN 
IA 
KS 
KY 
MI 
MN 
MO 
NE 
NC 
ND 
OH 
PA 
SD 
TN 
TX 
WI 
 
18 Sts 

28 
34 
35 
18 
41 
54 
34 

3 
27 
25 
93 

9 
28 
28 

5 
68 
80 

7 
 

26 

12 
12 
19 

2 
22 
40 
12 

0 
15 

5 
65 

1 
14 
12 

1 
52 
68 

0 
 

11 

25 
81 
57 
57 
56 
83 
33 
71 
61 
50 
95 
41 
59 
30 
30 
96 
77 
44 

 
59 

27 
78 
57 
57 
64 
77 
31 
46 
78 
51 
89 
26 
59 
34 
25 
91 
82 
26 

 
56 

 1 These 18 States planted 91% of last year's corn acreage. 
 
  

Rice:  Percent Planted, 
Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
CA 
LA 
MS 
MO 
TX 
 
6 Sts 

75 
90 
98 
83 
85 
99 

 
84 

68 
65 
96 
81 
69 
99 

 
74 

92 
81 
96 
97 
94 
94 

 
91 

94 
55 
96 
95 
91 
98 

 
87 

 1 These 6 States planted 100% of last year's rice acreage. 

 
Rice:  Percent Emerged, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
CA 
LA 
MS 
MO 
TX 
 
6 Sts 

55 
35 
94 
75 
58 
95 

 
60 

42 
20 
90 
67 
25 
92 

 
48 

83 
41 
89 
91 
80 
86 

 
76 

85 
20 
92 
90 
77 
94 

 
74 

 1 These 6 States planted 100% of last year's rice acreage. 
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Soybeans:  Percent Planted, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
IL 
IN 
IA 
KS 
KY 
LA 
MI 
MN 
MS 
MO 
NE 
NC 
ND 
OH 
SD 
TN 
WI 
 
18 Sts 

30 
15 
23 
34 
21 
12 
71 
51 
25 
74 
12 
26 
20 
54 
22 
18 
17 
22 

 
27 

23 
7 

19 
4 
4 
9 

64 
32 
3 

65 
5 
6 

10 
12 
21 
2 
9 
6 
 

11 

49 
66 
63 
50 
20 
33 
77 
31 
74 
92 
29 
39 
22 
44 
76 
20 
42 
53 

 
52 

50 
53 
51 
53 
30 
29 
63 
39 
52 
90 
37 
45 
24 
36 
63 
26 
30 
37 

 
47 

 1 These 18 States planted 95% of last year's soybean acreage. 

 
Winter Wheat:  Percent Headed, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
CA 
CO 
ID 
IL 
IN 
KS 
MI 
MO 
MT 
NE 
NC 
OH 
OK 
OR 
SD 
TX 
WA 
 
18 Sts 

100 
99 
26 

0 
45 
36 
46 

0 
57 

0 
1 

98 
5 

97 
4 
0 

85 
6 

 
49 

96 
99 
14 

0 
17 
13 
19 

0 
34 

0 
0 

97 
1 

88 
0 
0 

71 
4 

 
36 

100 
100 

35 
5 

85 
51 
77 

1 
86 

0 
26 
96 
26 
98 
18 

3 
93 
15 

 
63 

99 
99 
40 

3 
87 
59 
86 

2 
89 

0 
24 
96 
22 
99 
20 

2 
93 
19 

 
66 

 1 These 18 States planted 90% of last year's winter wheat 
acreage. 

 
  

Cotton:  Percent Planted, 
Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AL 
AZ 
AR 
CA 
GA 
KS 
LA 
MS 
MO 
NC 
OK 
SC 
TN 
TX 
VA 
 
15 Sts 

76 
80 
67 
99 
50 
5 

89 
37 
78 
70 
37 
56 
24 
36 
50 

 
49 

60 
70 
54 
99 
32 
0 

78 
21 
53 
34 
10 
29 
15 
27 
40 

 
36 

74 
92 
86 

100 
36 
7 

85 
86 
92 
79 
26 
57 
83 
33 
81 

 
55 

78 
88 
77 
96 
55 
13 
86 
85 
75 
77 
43 
61 
61 
43 
86 

 
59 

 1 These 15 States planted 99% of last year's cotton acreage. 

 
Sorghum:  Percent Planted, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
CO 
IL 
KS 
LA 
MO 
NE 
NM 
OK 
SD 
TX 
 
11 Sts 

71 
10 

1 
10 
94 
20 
19 
10 
24 
16 
69 

 
38 

61 
7 
0 
5 

91 
11 

1 
5 

19 
2 

68 
 

34 

97 
21 
35 

8 
96 
30 
23 

9 
39 
20 
68 

 
39 

90 
20 
30 
16 
87 
45 
22 

9 
30 
18 
61 

 
39 

 1 These 11 States planted 95% of last year's sorghum acreage. 
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Spring Wheat:  Percent Planted, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

ID 
MN 
MT 
ND 
SD 
WA 
 
6 Sts 

93 
91 
93 
94 
96 
98 

 
94 

85 
67 
83 
81 
86 
91 

 
81 

95 
97 
89 
91 
97 

100 
 

92 

93 
92 
87 
83 
99 
99 

 
88 

 1 These 6 States planted 99% of last year's spring wheat acreage. 

 
Spring Wheat:  Percent Emerged, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

ID 
MN 
MT 
ND 
SD 
WA 
 
6 Sts 

67 
39 
52 
50 
78 
81 

 
54 

46 
9 

24 
23 
41 
62 

 
25 

74 
74 
52 
65 
85 
94 

 
67 

74 
63 
50 
57 
92 
89 

 
62 

 1 These 6 States planted 99% of last year's spring wheat acreage. 
 
  

Barley:  Percent Planted, 
Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

ID 
MN 
MT 
ND 
WA 
 
5 Sts 

84 
84 
94 
93 
97 

 
92 

73 
65 
81 
75 
86 

 
77 

92 
97 
91 
92 
99 

 
92 

87 
90 
88 
81 
98 

 
86 

 1 These 5 States planted 82% of last year's barley acreage. 

 
Barley:  Percent Emerged, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

ID 
MN 
MT 
ND 
WA 
 
5 Sts 

58 
24 
51 
45 
74 

 
50 

37 
6 

30 
17 
58 

 
26 

70 
72 
62 
65 
89 

 
67 

65 
57 
59 
50 
84 

 
58 

 1 These 5 States planted 82% of last year's barley acreage. 
 
  

Oats:  Percent Planted, 
Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

IA 
MN 
NE 
ND 
OH 
PA 
SD 
TX 
WI 
 
9 Sts 

93 
84 
97 
93 

100 
97 
93 

100 
83 

 
94 

82 
65 
94 
81 
88 
96 
83 

100 
49 

 
83 

99 
96 
99 
90 

100 
93 
96 

100 
97 

 
96 

100 
95 

100 
82 
98 
94 
98 

100 
96 

 
95 

 1 These 9 States planted 66% of last year's oat acreage. 

 
Oats:  Percent Emerged, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

IA 
MN 
NE 
ND 
OH 
PA 
SD 
TX 
WI 
 
9 Sts 

58 
40 
90 
48 
87 
88 
68 

100 
42 

 
70 

32 
16 
66 
23 
62 
64 
40 

100 
21 

 
52 

90 
80 
94 
60 
90 
60 
79 

100 
80 

 
83 

95 
76 
96 
55 
88 
71 
86 

100 
75 

 
82 

 1 These 9 States planted 66% of last year's oat acreage. 
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Peanuts:  Percent Planted, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AL 
FL 
GA 
NC 
OK 
SC 
TX 
VA 
 
8 Sts 

36 
62 
44 
56 
52 
49 
70 
24 

 
50 

22 
44 
20 
25 
35 
24 
48 
17 

 
28 

45 
39 
27 
60 
45 
44 
55 
54 

 
39 

52 
40 
41 
56 
56 
57 
56 
60 

 
47 

 1 These 8 States planted 98% of last year's peanut acreage. 

 
Sugarbeets:  Percent Planted, 

Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 

ID 
MI 
MN 
ND 
 
4 Sts 

100 
100 

93 
97 

 
96 

98 
99 
72 
85 

 
83 

100 
99 
99 
99 

 
99 

100 
100 

95 
95 

 
97 

 1 These 4 States planted 83% of last year's sugarbeet acreage. 

 
 

Sunflower:  Percent Planted, 
Selected States 1 
Week Ending 

State May 18, 
2008 

May 11, 
2008 

May 18, 
2007 

2003- 
2007 
Avg. 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

CO 
KS 
ND 
SD 
 
4 Sts 

14 
2 

21 
3 

 
15 

5 
0 
6 
0 

 
4 

15 
0 

28 
4 

 
19 

6 
8 

17 
6 

 
13 

 1 These 4 States planted 86% of last year's sunflower acreage. 
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Winter Wheat:  Crop Condition 
by Percent, Selected States 
Week Ending May 18, 2008 

State VP P F G EX 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
CA 
CO 
ID 
IL 
IN 
KS 
MI 
MO 
MT 
NE 
NC 
OH 
OK 
OR 
SD 
TX 
WA 
 
18 Sts 
 
Prev Wk 
Prev Yr 

6 
1 

19 
0 
1 
1 
7 
1 
6 

14 
1 
0 
1 
8 
6 
5 

19 
2 

 
9 

 
8 
5 

15 
1 

30 
1 
6 
5 

14 
4 

11 
26 

7 
1 
4 

10 
33 

6 
25 

5 
 

15 
 

13 
11 

39 
5 

32 
14 
28 
21 
36 
23 
39 
36 
33 
20 
21 
26 
37 
26 
33 
32 

 
31 

 
32 
25 

35 
52 
18 
77 
53 
54 
33 
59 
39 
20 
50 
59 
52 
48 
22 
45 
19 
57 

 
36 

 
38 
42 

5 
41 

1 
8 

12 
19 
10 
13 

5 
4 
9 

20 
22 

8 
2 

18 
4 
4 

 
9 

 
9 

17 
 
  

Oats:  Crop Condition by Percent, 
Selected States, 

Week Ending May 18, 2008 
State VP P F G EX 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

IA 
MN 
NE 
ND 
OH 
PA 
SD 
TX 
WI 
 
9 Sts 
 
Prev Wk 
Prev Yr 

2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 

11 
0 
 

3 
 

NA 
3 

3 
2 
1 
8 
3 
3 
2 

12 
5 
 

6 
 

NA 
4 

31 
26 
19 
60 
24 
22 
28 
32 
25 

 
34 

 
NA 
23 

54 
62 
75 
30 
60 
70 
58 
38 
55 

 
49 

 
NA 
58 

10 
10 

5 
1 

13 
4 

12 
7 

15 
 

8 
 

NA 
12 

 
Rice:  Crop Condition by Percent, 

Selected States, 
Week Ending May 18, 2008 

State VP P F G EX 
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

AR 
CA 
LA 
MS 
MO 
TX 
 
6 Sts 
 
Prev Wk 
Prev Yr 

3 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

 
2 

 
NA 

0 

7 
0 
4 
3 
7 
0 

 
5 

 
NA 

3 

37 
16 
18 
23 
14 
43 

 
28 

 
NA 
26 

44 
39 
72 
65 
79 
48 

 
50 

 
NA 
60 

9 
45 

6 
8 
0 
9 

 
15 

 
NA 
11 
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Pasture and Range:  Crop Condition by Percent, 
Selected States, 

Week Ending May 18, 2008 
State VP P F G EX State VP P F G EX 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

 
AL 
AZ 
AR 
CA 
CO 
CT 
DE 
FL 
GA 
ID 
IL 
IN 
IA 
KS 
KY 
LA 
ME 
MD 
MA 
MI 
MN 
MS 
MO 
MT 
NE 
NV 
NH 

 
2 

14 
0 

62 
15 
0 
1 

25 
2 

10 
0 
3 
3 
7 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
1 

13 
1 
2 
0 

 
7 

27 
2 

29 
28 
0 
8 

35 
11 
14 
4 
7 
6 

12 
8 
5 
1 
5 
0 
5 

11 
4 
7 

21 
4 
8 
2 

 
21 
34 
27 
9 

39 
5 

51 
25 
46 
27 
20 
28 
31 
34 
36 
34 
12 
22 
10 
31 
30 
44 
36 
32 
28 
48 
16 

 
61 
20 
62 
0 

17 
81 
33 
15 
39 
37 
60 
46 
49 
41 
43 
55 
86 
58 
60 
48 
46 
45 
52 
27 
62 
40 
65 

 
9 
5 
9 
0 
1 

14 
7 
0 
2 

12 
16 
16 
11 

6 
11 

5 
1 

15 
30 
15 
12 

5 
4 
7 
5 
2 

17 

 
NJ 
NM 
NY 
NC 
ND 
OH 
OK 
OR 
PA 
RI 
SC 
SD 
TN 
TX 
UT 
VT 
VA 
WA 
WV 
WI 
WY 
 
48 Sts 
 
Prev Wk 
Prev Yr 

 
0 

26 
1 
1 

18 
1 
3 
2 
2 
0 
0 
3 
1 

10 
7 
0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
1 

 
9 

 
8 
5 

 

 
0 

53 
4 
5 

34 
7 
6 

20 
4 
0 
8 
8 
7 

18 
26 

0 
3 

14 
6 
4 

15 
 

14 
 

13 
13 

 

 
15 
21 
20 
34 
32 
28 
29 
25 
26 
10 
41 
33 
28 
28 
32 
59 
26 
47 
36 
21 
43 

 
29 

 
31 
29 

  

 
85 

0 
53 
47 
15 
50 
55 
41 
56 
40 
50 
49 
53 
36 
28 
41 
57 
37 
47 
50 
37 

 
40 

 
40 
43 

 

 
0 
0 

22 
13 

1 
14 

7 
12 
12 
50 

1 
7 

11 
8 
7 
0 

14 
0 

10 
25 

4 
 

8 
 

8 
10 

 
 
 
 
VP-Very Poor, P-Poor, F-Fair, G-Good, EX-Excellent. 
National crop conditions for selected States are weighted based on 2007 planted acres. 
 



  

 
Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin Agricultural Statistics Board 
May 2008 11 NASS, USDA 

Crop Progress and Condition Survey and Estimating Procedures 
 
Survey Procedures:  Crop progress and condition estimates are based on survey data collected each week from early April 
through the end of November.  The non-probability crop progress and condition surveys include input from more than 5,000 
reporters whose occupations provide them opportunities to make visual observations and frequently bring them in contact 
with farmers in their counties.  Based on standard definitions, these reporters subjectively estimate progress of farmers’ 
activities and progress of crops through various stages of development. They also provide subjective evaluations of crop 
conditions.   
 
Most reporters complete their questionnaires on Friday or early Monday morning and submit them to the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices in their States by mail, telephone, fax, e-mail, or through a secured 
internet website.  A small number of reports are completed on Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday.  Regardless of when 
questionnaires are completed, reporters are asked to report for the week ending on Sunday.  For reports submitted prior to the 
Sunday reference date, a degree of uncertainty is introduced by projections for weekend changes in progress and condition.  
By the end of the 2001 season, nearly two-thirds of the data were being submitted through the internet website.  As a result, 
about one-half of all data are submitted on Monday morning, significantly reducing projection uncertainty. 
 
Reporters are sent written reporting instructions at the beginning of each season and are contacted periodically to ensure 
proper reporting.  Terms and definitions of crop stages and condition categories used as reporting guidelines are available on 
the NASS website at: www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/National_Crop_Progress/terms_definitions.asp. 
 
Estimating Procedures:  Reported data are reviewed for reasonableness and consistency by comparing with data reported the 
previous week and data reported in surrounding counties for the current week.  Each State Field Office summarizes the 
reported data to district and State levels, weighting each county’s reported data by NASS county acreage estimates.  
Summarized indications are compared with previous week estimates, and progress items are compared with earlier stages of 
development and historical averages to ensure reasonableness.  Weather events and reporter comments are also taken into 
consideration.  State estimates are submitted to the Agricultural Statistics Board (ASB) along with supporting comments, 
where they are compared with surrounding States and compiled into a National level summary by weighting each State by its 
acreage estimates. 
  
Revision Policy:  Progress and condition estimates in the Crop Progress  report are released after 4:00 pm ET on the first 
business day of the week.  These estimates are preliminary and subject to corrections or updates in the Weekly Weather and 
Crop Bulletin that is released after 12:00 pm ET on the second business day of the week.  These estimates are subject to 
revision the following week. 
 
 
Crop Progress and Condition tables expected next week: 
 
     Barley- Planted, Emerged 
     Corn- Planted, Emerged 
     Cotton- Planted 
     Oats- Planted, Emerged, Condition 
     Pasture and Range- Condition 
     Peanuts- Planted 
     Rice- Planted, Emerged, Condition 
     Sorghum- Planted 
     Soybeans- Planted, Emerged 
     Spring Wheat- Emerged 
     Sunflowers- Planted 
     Winter Wheat- Headed, Condition 
     
 
     
      
  
          
 
 
         
 
     
          
 
 
       



  

  

 
 

ACCESS TO REPORTS!! 
 
 
For your convenience, there are several ways to obtain NASS reports, data products, and services: 
 

INTERNET ACCESS 
 
All NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet and go to 
the NASS Home Page at: www.nass.usda.gov.  
 

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTION 
 
All NASS reports are available by subscription free of charge direct to your e-mail address.  Starting with the NASS 
Home Page at www.nass.usda.gov, under the right navigation, Receive reports by Email, click on National or State.  
Follow the instructions on the screen.  
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

PRINTED REPORTS OR DATA PRODUCTS 
 

CALL OUR TOLL-FREE ORDER DESK:   800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada) 
Other areas, please call 703-605-6220                FAX:  703-605-6900 

(Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order acceptable for payment.) 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

ASSISTANCE 
 
For assistance with general agricultural statistics or further information about NASS or its products or services, contact 
the Agricultural Statistics Hotline at 800-727-9540, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@nass.usda.gov.  
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


